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ing till about fix in the evening; and, in a manner that appeared 
to proceed from him, as if unconfulted upon with the cabinet o f i 
the miniftry, gave his word to the Parliament, that the States-Ge. | 
neral fiiouki be convened. 

But after this another fcene arofe, on a ground different from all I 
the former* The minifter and the cabinet were averfe to call-in? i 
the States-General : 'They well knew, that if the States- General 
were aflcmbied, themfelves muft fall ; and as the King had not men. i 
tioned any time , they hit on a project calculated to elude, without I 
appearing to oppofe. 

For this purpofe, the Court fet about making a fort of conftitu. ; 
tion itfelf : It was principally the work of M. Lamoignon, Keeper! 
df the Seals, who afterwards (hot himfelf. This new arrangement 
confifted in eflabli filing a body under the name of a Cour f tinier e,\ 
or full Court, in which, were im cited all the powers that the go. ! 
vernment might have oceafion to make ufe of. The perfon^com- , 
poling this Court were to be nominated by the King; the contend. ' 
ed right of taxation was given up on the part of the King, and a 
new criminal code of laws, and law proceedings, was fubltituted 
in the room of the former. The thing, in many points, contained?? 
better principles than thofe upon which the government had hither- * 
to been adminiftered : but with refpedl to the Cour plthiiere, it was 
no other than a medium through which defpotifm was to pais, with- 
out appearing to adt diieftly from itfelf. | 

The Cabinet had high expeditions from their new contrivance. | 
The perfons who were to compofe the Cour pleniere , were already D 
nominated ; and as it was necenary to carry a fair appearance, many l 
of the beft characters in the nation were appointed among the num- 
her. It was to commence on the 8th of May 1788 : But an oppo- f 
firion arofe to it, on two grounds — the one as to principle, the I 
other as to form. 

C>n the ground of Principle it was contended. That government j 
had not a right to alter itfelf ; and that if the pra&ice was once ad- 
mitted, it would grow' into a principle, and be made a precedent [ 
for any future alterations the government might wifh to eftablifti: ■ 
That the right of altering the government was a national right, > 
and not a right of government. — And on the ground of Form, it 
was contended. That the Cour pleniere was nothing more than a 
larger Cabinet. 

The then Duke de la Rochefoucault, Luxembourg. De Noailte, 
and many others, refufed to accept the nomination, and ftrenuouily 
7 oppo fed the whole plan. When the edidi for eftablifhing this new 
Court was fent to the Parliaments to be enregiftered, and put into 
execution, they refilled alfo. The Parliament of Paris not only 
refufed, but denied the authority; and the contell renewed itfelf 
between the Parliament and the Cabinet more ftrongly than ever. 
While the Parliament were fitting in debate'on this fubjecl, the 
Miniftry ordered a regiment of foldiers to furround the Ploufe, and 
form a blockade. The Members fent out for beds and provifion, 
and lived as in a befieged citadel : and as this had no effedl, the 
commanding officer was ordered to enter the Parliament houfe and 
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feize them; which he did, and fomeof the principal members were 
(hut up in different prifoxis. About the fame time a deputation 

perfons arrived from the province of Brittany, to remqiiftrate 
againft the ellabliihment of the Cour pleniere ; and thofe the Arch* 
In (hop fent to the Bafcille. But thefpirit of the Nation was not to 
be overcome ; and it was fo fully fenhble of the ftrong ground it 
had taken, that of withholding taxes, that it contented itfelf with 
keeping up a iort of quiet refinance, which eftedi ally overthrew all 
the plans at that time formed againfl: it. The projeft of the Cour 
pleniere was- at lafi obliged to be given up, and the Prime Minifter 
not long afterwards followed its fate; and M. Neckar was recalled 
into office. 

The attempt to eflablifii the Cour pleniere had an clFeft upon the 
Nation which itfelf did not perceive. It was a fort of new form 
of government, that infenfibly ferved to put the old one out of 
fifrht, and to unhinge it from the fuperllitious authority of antiqui- 
ty. It was government dethroning government ; and the old one, 
by attempting to make anew one, made a chafm. 

The failure of this fcheme renewed the fubjeft of convening the 
States-General ; and this gave rife to a new feries cf politics. There 
was no fettled form for convening the States-General : all that it 
pofitively meant, was a deputation from what was then cailed the 
Clergy, the Noblefle, and the Commons; but their numbers, or 
their proportions, had not been always the fame. They had been 
convened only on extraordinary occafions, the lad of which was in 
1614; their number were then in equal proportions, and they voted 
by orders. 

" It could not well efcape the fagacity of M, Neckar, that the 
mode of 1614 would anfwer neither the purpofe of the then go- 
vernment, nor of the nation. As matters were at that time cir- 
cumftanced, it would have been too contentious to agree upon any 
thing. The debates would have been endlels upon privileges and 
exemptions, in which neither the wants of the government, nor 
the withes of the nation for aconftitution, would have been attended to. 
But as he did not chufe to take the decifion upon himfelf, he Turn- 
moned again the Ajfembly of the Notables , and referred it to them. 
This body was in general intefefled in the decifion, being chiefly 
of' the ariflocracy and the high-paid clergy; and they decided in 
favour of the mode of 1614. This decifion was againfl: the fenfe 
of the Nation, and alfo againfl: the wifhes of the .Court ; for the 
ariflocracy oppofed itfelf to both, and contended for privileges in- 
dependent of either. The fubjedl was then taken up by the Par- 
liament, who recommended, that the number of the Commons 
fiiould be equal to the other two ; and that they (hould all fit in 
one houfe, and vote in one body. The number finally determined 
on was twelve hundred : fix hundred to be chofen by the Corn- 
mens, (and this was lefs than their proportion ought to have been 
when their worth and confequence is. confidered on a national fcale) 
three hundred by the Clergy, and three hundred by the Arilto- 
sracy ; but with refpeft to the mode of aflembling themfelves, whe- 
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